
Welcome to the EFRA newsletter. This issue is being delivered to the 2,000 households in our
membership area, which consist of the thirty five roads surrounding the station and the library.

The last year has been challenging for many residents, with the pace of change increasing as we look
ahead. Key services such as the local Police, Hospitals, GPs, Fire Brigade and the Council are being
reorganised against a background of spending reductions. At the same time the demand for services is
increasing, especially for school places and services for the elderly.

At times like these we need strong community groups and voluntary networks if we are to protect and
enhance what is best about our community and neighbourhood.

In this newsletter we summarise what EFRA has been doing over the last twelve months and our
concerns and aspirations for the future. There’s much to be done and we welcome the support and
participation of everyone who lives, works or studies locally.

EFRA AGM
This is your opportunity
to voice your concerns
and suggestions.

A senior police officer will
explain the changes to
local policing.

Our Councillors will be
there to answer questions
on Council Services.

EFRA committee members
will be on hand to answer
your questions on our
work.

Refreshments will be
available, so please join us
at this annual event which
enables residents to meet
and discuss local matters
with their neighbours.

Spring Comes to Northfields

First season’s daffodils at the newly landscaped Bramley Gardens, with
the Station, Library and Log Cabin Children’s Centre in the background

DON’T MISS THE EFRA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Wednesday 22nd May at 7.30pm at the NEW LOG CABIN
(behind Northfields Library)

Find out what’s happening about the local issues that affect you. Air your views and concerns.

Please arrive by 7.15 if you would like to join or renew your membership.
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POLICING CHANGES
The Metropolitan Police have been set a 20 percent savings target. Locally, this will involve changes in
the way our neighbourhood will be policed.

The latest proposal is that only one or two members of our five strong Safer Neighbourhoods Team
will spend all their time working in our ward. The other officers will form part of a pool responsible for
policing across all the wards in central Ealing.

EFRA is uneasy about this redeployment and is keen to ensure that the existing links between our
community and the local police are maintained and strengthened.

A Senior Police Officer will give a presentation on the changes and answer questions at our AGM on
Wednesday 22nd May.

PLANNING MATTERS

Key Applications

EFRA comments on the larger
local planning applications
where these could adversely
affect surrounding residents.

In the past year these included
the following.

Reynard Mills

We have continued actively to
oppose the overdevelopment of
the large, former BBC archives,
site off Windmill Road on the
very edge of our area.

During the year the developer
appealed against Hounslow
Council’s refusal of the application
to build 275 flats and houses for
995 residents, most of whom
would be accommodated in 7 and 6
storey tower blocks.

EFRA took an active part in the
planning inquiry and was able to
cross-examine and challenge the
developer’s experts.

Our concerns were endorsed by
both the Planning Inspector and
the Secretary of State, who refused
the appeal.

The developer has submitted a
slightly smaller scheme to the
Council and we are waiting to see
if it will be rejected.

As it contains many of the defects
of the refused scheme, we are
hoping that the developer will
withdraw it and return with
proposals that are more in keeping
with the surrounding area.

Chandos Avenue

EFRA joined local residents in
objecting to the over-
development of a site at the
South Ealing Road end of
Chandos Avenue.

The proposal was for a 2-3
storey high building at the
pavement edge and forward of
the Chandos Avenue building
line, where every house has a
front garden.

The development would change
the character of Chandos
Avenue and create a “canyon
effect” when one looks along
the avenue.

Motorcycle Training at
the Orion Park Works

The residents of Belsize
Avenue, Mayo Court and
Jefferson Close have been
suffering from the noise of
incessant motorcycle training
at the bottom of their gardens.
This has been so loud and
continuous that they have
been unable to open their
windows or use their gardens.

Council Noise Enforcement
officers have confirmed the
excessive nature of the noise and
a case will be heard at the
Magistrates Court in June.

Council Planning officers have
ruled that motorcycle training is
not acceptable on the vehicle
parking spaces at Orion Park. The
operator has appealed and we
are waiting for the Planning
Inspector’s report.

EFRA assisted local residents by
researching the planning history
of the site and submitted
comprehensive objections to
both the Council and the Planning
Inspectorate.

See our website http://www.efra.org.uk/ for more on planning and other stories

http://www.efra.org.uk/
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SECONDARY SCHOOL PLACES
Local parents have identified a major shortage of secondary school places in our area. An additional
90 pupils will need secondary places following the expansion of Little Ealing, Fielding and Grange
primary schools.

The parents have discussed their concerns with the Council who have confirmed that there is a wider
shortage of secondary places across Ealing and our neighbouring boroughs. The Council is assisting the
parents with their bid for a “free school” as this seems to be the quickest way of securing Government
funds for opening a new secondary school.

The organisers would be grateful if parents of primary school age pupils could contact them via their
dedicated website of: http://ealingfields.co.uk/

TRANSPORT ISSUES

Northfields Tube
Station forecourt

In our printed newsletter last
year we reported that the
Council was working with TfL on
improvements to Northfields
Tube Station forecourt and the
crossing opposite the station.

Since then we have persuaded
the Council to adopt a revised
plan that widens the crossing
itself and also restricts the width
of the road where the
pedestrian crossing is sited.

The works themselves have been
delayed while TfL carries out
further tests on the forecourt’s
decking. In the meantime,
however, we continue discussions
with the Council about detailed
aspects of the plans including the
siting of the bike stands, the lamp
standards on the forecourt and the
position and size of the loading
bay/dropping off area.

On a particularly positive note, we
persuaded local Councillors to use
some Ward Forum monies to
provide new paving from the
forecourt down to Devonshire Road
as part of the overall contract.

This will help alleviate some of the
flooding problems that have been
noted in the area in the recent
past.

Swyncombe Avenue
mini roundabout

At the time of writing (late
April), work on constructing the
mini roundabout at the junction
of Windmill Road and
Swyncombe Avenue is in full
swing.

Plans to improve this junction
have been in place for a number of
years but work was delayed
because of protracted
negotiations with Hounslow
Council about some details
associated with the project. (The
junction shares a border with both
Ealing and Hounslow Councils).

EFRA was involved in designing the
junction with Ealing Officers and
Council Members and we hope
that the changes will significantly
improve both the safety of the

junction and traffic flows.

Safe routes to schools
along Weymouth
Avenue

Earlier this year improvements
to the Weymouth Avenue /
Airedale Road / Bramley Road
junction were carried out by
the Council.

We discussed the proposed
changes to the junction with
Council Officers and Members
at some length.

Originally we had wanted to
create a speed table at the
junction but the Council argued
that the road’s camber made it
impossible to place such a table
at the site.

The solution devised by the
Council is not necessarily ideal
but we still think it makes the
crossing safer for parents, carers
and children alike.

Recently we have been made
aware of concerns local parents
have about road safety in
Hereford Road, where Little
Ealing School has a new entrance.
We are currently discussing how
these issues can be resolved with
Council representatives.

Keep up to date with local events with our regular e-newsletter. All we need is your email address,
which we will not share with anyone. Please email your details to: contact@efra.org.uk

http://ealingfields.co.uk/
mailto:contact@efra.org.uk
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HEATHROW AIRPORT
Many residents are troubled by the noise of planes using the existing two runways. Night flights are a
particular problem for those of us who sleep in south facing bedrooms, and everyone suffers when
departures take off over us when the air is still and the planes have to use maximum thrust. Sunny
summer days can be miserable!

The introduction of a third runway, to the north of the existing two, would massively increase the noise
above our homes. The following map extracts give an indication of the impact of an additional runway.

Arrivals Flight Paths Departures Flight Paths

EFRA is particularly concerned about the disruptive nature of the current level of night flights and the
unacceptable increase in noise which would result from the flight paths serving a third runway.

Commercial interests are increasing their lobbying for a third runway and we will need to respond to them.

We would be grateful if readers who are concerned about aircraft noise could email us, so that we can put them
in contact with the two EFRA committee members who lead our campaigns on this.

Contacting EFRA
If you have any local concerns,
please email us at:

contact@efra.org.uk

Northfields Library
Following the successful campaign
to save “our” Library we are
watching developments closely.

We understand that the Council is
considering proposals to combine
the management of Ealing’s Library
Service with that of two
neighbouring boroughs.

Our concern is to protect the opening
hours and stock in Northfields Library.
So please ensure we have your email
addresses if we need to contact you in a
hurry to protect this valuable
community resource.

Community Noticeboard

EFRA has volunteered to maintain the
Community Noticeboard which the
councillors have agreed to purchase
out of Ward Forum funds.

We expect the noticeboard to be
located on the railings beside the
Library entrance, those which back
onto the pre-school play area.

Blondin Festival

The very successful Brentford
Festival will relocate to Blondin
Park this year.

The festival takes place on Sunday
1st September and will involve a
range of events, entertainments
and stalls.

More information is available on
the organisers’ website at:

http://www.brentfordfestival.org.uk/

DON’T MISS THE EFRA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Wednesday 22nd May at 7.30pm at the NEW LOG CABIN
(behind Northfields Library)

Please arrive by 7.15 if you would like to join or renew your membership

Drinks and light refreshments

mailto:contact@efra.org.uk
http://www.brentfordfestival.org.uk/

